Rohm & Haas Co. 

22£ PJ. Washington Square (eor. Locust) Phila., ? a . This address is given also 
officers and directors. 

Officers end directors: 


President 
vice-pres & treas 
vice-pres, 
vice-pres. ( exee. ) 
sec. (asst treas) 


Otto Haas 
Van Arthus Wallin 
(Dr.)C.S. Hollander 
S(dgar) C.B.Kirsopp 
S( taunt on) C. Kelt on 


Directors are officers plus J. Wirt Willis, a vacancy is reported on the board. 

Haas was horn in Germany in 1876. He is married. Little is known about him 
personally it this time further than that he seems to devote himself 
entirely to the active direction of this copporation and its associated 
businesses \ listed b3lowp 0 He and Otto Rohm established the company in 
1909. In April 1917 the firm was incorporated in Delaware. Prior to the 
incorporation it did business as "Rohm &. Haas". At the time of incorporation 
ca P i '* :al was authorized. At the present time- authorized capital 
is \ 5,000,000.00. Common stock par:f;100.00. All common stock oustanding. 
Officers and hold all the stock. A dividend of $800,000.00 was paid in 
1936. The controlling interest, on unknown extent, is reported as belonging 
personally to Haas. Within 5 years after its incorporation the company 
discontinued bank loans. In Philadelphia the company owns a five-story 
good brick offiee building and adjoining brick residences which have been 
converted for the use of associated business as office buildings. Information 
on the plants available deals only with the Bristol plant of Rohm & Hass, 
located on a sizeable piece of land on which the buildings stand alone, 
and with one of the af iliates (See below under Charles Lennigg). 

Notwithstanding the existence of this business for f®x more than 30 years, 
of which it has been incorporated 24 years, it in not listed in any of the 
standard reference sources except the 1940 poors. It give only incomplete 
information on the officers and directors. Of the officers and directors, 
ou.ly hill is is listed in the alphabetical listing of officers and directors. 

A check at the SEC reveals that it is not registered under anv of the 
registration acts. It is reported that the corporation has no long-term 
credit of any sort. So 'uifct is the corporation that it doesn’t even 
advertise. 


The executive vice-president, E.G.B. Kirsopp, hassbeen associ&fced with R&H 
for 22 years. He was horn in 1892, is married, and is an officer of several 
affiliates. 

Even longer is the connection of Dr. Hollander with the companv. He came in 
1914. ‘ ’ 


Before joining HScH Van Airthur Wallin was chairman of the beard of American 
Hair & Felt Co. ( Chicago, 111. )He resigned this position in 1937. Wallin 
seems to be inactive. He is married, but not other information is now in 
hand. 
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One year after joining Rohm and Haas in 1916 he became secretary. He is quite 
active, is in charge of the office and finances, and €evd>tes his entire time 
the this company and its affiliates. Born 1890. Married. 

J.Wirt Willis should not, in the ordinary course of events, be associated 
with this company. He is a Delawarean, sort of a gentleman farmer, a ratter 
prominent citizen of Wilmington, is in the State government, and is known 
as a duPont man, which he may or may not be. He is vice president and works 
manager of the Hew Castle Division of the Allied Kid Co., an old company 
with operations in Wilmington, though the main office is in Boston. He lives 
in the swank ( for Wilmington) Rodney Court Apts. The business address i# 

Box 1230. He is the only officer or director of any .of the businesses with 
which Otto Haas is connected who is listed in Poor’s list of directors. 

His listing here is believed to be incomplete because he is believed to be 
viee president of the Chicago company with Wriich Van Arthur Wallin was 
formerly connected, American SisbazasaS Hair end Felt. 


Resinous Prod u cts and Chemical Co., Philadelphia, Pa . 


Southern Resin and Chemical Co., Philadelphia is a subsidiary. The relation- 
ship with R & H comes through the ownership by Otto Haas of the controlling 
stock in R.P. & C.Co. Incorporated in Delaware dm tr98&x November 19, 1926, 
with common stock authorized and outstanding of £2,000,000 .Manufactures 
synthetic rosins and related produets which it sells to industrial concerns. 
Reported in good financial condition, tangible ret worth the beginning of 
1940 being over C'3»300,000.00. The officers anfezxzsratars are the same as 
those of R & H. Eirsopp is treasurer, however, and one R. Heller, of whom 
nothing is known., is director, with the officers. 


Charles LennigSc# Co. (jnc. ) Philadelphia. Older than R & H. Incorporated 
in Pennsylvania on December 24, 1901. Has f2, 000, 000.00 common stock out- 
standing. The bsuinessax to which Chas. Lenuig St Co.waceeeded was established 
in 1819, hut nothing is known about it. Of the outstanding capital R & H 
ownes about 98$. A controlling interest was obtained in 1920. Has the 
same officers and directors, as far as is known. Kirsopp is treasurer. The 
beginning of 1940 tnagible net worth was almost ?3, 000,000.00. Manufactures 
heavy chemicals, specializes in sulphate of aluminum, acids, etc. Rohm & 

Haas takes the entire output of certain specialties made by Chas. lennig 
which are used in the tanning and textile industries. Chas. Lennig is 
supposed to operate as a separate entity, and its dealings with RSfH are 
settled up every ten days. The plant has had about 5 minor fives, due to 
various causes, but the total damage did not total much more than **‘50,000.00. 

Charles Lennig & Co. Ltd. Practically nothing known about this company 
except that it handles the sales of R & H to England and that R & H directly 
owns 100$ of its stock. 

Rohm & Haas Co. of Argentina . Her dies R cc H’s products in South America, 
small outfit. Nothing further known. 

Rohm & Haas Co. of gg^ada. Ltd. Toronto., handles R & H’s products in Canada. 
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Organized under Canadian laws with authorized stock f50,000.00 ( of which 
•SO, 000.00 oustanding) on August 25, 1938. This seems to be the newest 
company . 


Summary and Miscellaneous 


Rohm and Hass is an unusually profitable enterprise. It is rated as unusually 
prompt and good pay in its neighborhood. Its debt is minor. The beginning of 
last year, cash on hadd was more than enough to cover.it. Business during 
1940 was reported as materially over that of 1939. It is reported to use 
several out ox town bands, besides local banks, but their names are not know, 
nor i& $he location of the out-of-town banks. 

The company is not only quiet, hut is deliberately so. The person who 
inquired about rumors that a story was being written about the company 
dodges the question whether or not he was a lawyer, was definitely an 
employee or something like a layyer, has had no real public relations 
experience and in general nehaved in such a way as to excite interest if 
indeed there was not already an interest. It probably means nothing, but 
the Bristol plant is reported to maintain its own fire-fighting apparatus. 

So far as is known there have never been any fires at this plant, "and the 
■plant is modern. 


While described in favorable terms by the union which would have jurisdiction 
in the organization of the product ito employees, working conditions are 
reported to be not so good, though there seems to be no complaint about the 
actual wages. One of the complaints is that foremen in the plant are Nazi 
or pro-Mazi. Office employees of some authority are also of alleged Nazi 
sympathy. Some of the work in the plant is done at temperatures reported 
very high. The shift lasts 4 hours, and it would seem almost impossible that 
men c ould work so long at that heat. This same process is supposed to be 
attended with the xirxulation of small particles which, after" being breathed 
in, ere reported able to induce a disease resembling silicosis. Some of 
the work, not including work on national defense orders, axexEjgpanieitzssBX 
said to be closely guarded. It is interesting that the company has a large 
office building and separate accomodations for its affiliates, while 
Sandow reports that the Philadelphia quarters are for lawyers and such 
people. 


rn. 

■i-he company tells its friends that it has no connections with the German 
company, which is located at Darmstadt ( G.M.B.H. } 


Sales offices Charlotte, N.G., Chicao, 
Boston Mass and west coast. Has several 
these area, not including west coast. 


Johnstown bT.lL. , sales representatives 
hundred good customers centered in 



